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STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES – AREA BOARD 2 

MEETING MINUTES for JUNE 07-08, 2012 
Oxford Suites, Chico

MEMBERS PRESENT                                               
Debbie Anderson (06/08/12) 

  Stephen Concklin 
  Verdine Mertens 
  Rosie Ryan 

Colleen Ryberg 
Leroy Shipp (06/07/12) 
Larry Stevens 
Mike Yalow 
 

  MEMBERS ABSENT 
  Marie L. Blair 
  Jean Phillips 
  Steven Sharpe 

OTHERS PRESENT 
Melissa Corral 
Kathy Lusher 
John Meenan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAFF PRESENT 
Lisa Aaron-Miller 
Betty Carlton 
Sarah M. May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 1. CALL TO ORDER – June 07, 2012 – 1:10 p.m. – Rosie Ryan, Vice-Chair 
 
 2.  ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM – Rosie Ryan, Vice-Chair 
 A quorum was not established at the June 07-8, 2012 board meeting. 
 
 3. INTRODUCTIONS/ANNOUCEMENTS – Rosie Ryan, Vice-Chair 
  Introductions - All members and guests present introduced themselves.         
 Betty Carlton, AB2’s new Community Program Specialist introduced herself to the board and 
 shared her personal and professional background included growing up in Shasta County, 
 specifically in Burney. She also shared she has 20 years professional experience working in the  
 developmental disabilities field and personally she shared she has a 22 year-old son with Autism.  
 Betty is pleased to be working with the Area Board 2 and in return the board gave her a warm  
 welcome and shared they too are looking forward to working with her. 
 Announcements – Lisa informed the board that new board rosters were included in their board  
 paperwork and to please note updated information on several board members. 
 
 4. PUBLIC INPUT 
        There was no public input. 
  

  *5. ACTION ITEMS – Rosie Ryan, Vice-Chair 

   Approval of action items could not take place as a quorum was not established per  
   Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act. Therefore, items requiring board approval will be scheduled for     
        the next Area Board 2 meeting. 
 
 6. CORRESPONDENCE – Stephen Concklin, Secretary 
 Stephen Concklin, Secretary, read a letter, dated 03/29/12, from Glenda K. Tracy, Chief Deputy 
 Clerk of the Board of Supervisors County of Shasta, State of California, reappointing Marie Blair to  
 serve as a member on the Area Board 2 on Developmental Disabilities, to serve a term to expire  
 January 2015. 
 

 7. COUNTY UPDATES – EMERGING ISSUES/NEEDS/RESOURCES – All Members  
   

 Butte County – Leroy Shipp, shared both he and his wife, Margaret, are still involved with Butte 
 County Special Olympics including providing support by making over 500 lunches for the athletes  
 at their events. Both Leroy and Margaret’s support also includes recognizing the level of talent  
 and commitment of our local athletes and the wonderful job Randall Stone, Director, is doing for  
 local chapter by increasing the chapter’s presence within in the community. 
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 Glenn County – Mike Yalow provided an update on The Rusty Wagon and the program’s 
 continued efforts to expand.  Expansion efforts include obtaining additional retail space and  
 working with the local Farmer’s Market.  The Rusty Wagon also wants to start selling food items  
 including having a coffee stand within the store. Staff and associates are currently working on  
 obtaining their food handling licenses and the program is working on purchasing refrigeration units 
 for food items.  Mike also mentioned there is a strong need and interest in getting the Glenn  
 County Coordinating Council (GCCC) active again and he is requesting assistance from Area  
 Board 2 staff with this matter.  He also shared he recently attended Glenn County Office of  
 Education’s Summer Kick-off and the event was very successful in showcasing the county’s  
 educational and  vocational programs for disabled students. 
  Plumas County – Debbie Anderson gave an update on the recent closure and consolidation of 
 the schools in Plumas County.  The results included pooling resources which have benefitted  
 special education programs by having centralized services and supports for special education  
 students. She reiterated the closures are related to the continued decline in employment  
 opportunities in Plumas County.  
 Shasta County –  Rosie Ryan provided an update on the recent Region 2 People First Conference 
 that took place in Anderson this past May.  She was a Keynote speaker and her speech “How to  
 Have the Power to Make Right Choices” was very well received so much so that Rosie received a  
 standing ovation and conference attendees even requested copies of the speech.  The 
 conference was very well attended and it was a positive experience for all. Rosie also gave an  
 update on Far Northern Regional Center’s Media Committee.  Committee members voted and  
 agreed to make a movie/documentary on individual consumers who have achieved and  
 maintained successful employment in our region.  The film will be titled, “Vision of Hope” and will  
 be shown at the upcoming 2012 Focus Film Festival and will also include a photo gallery of  
 the movie’s participants at the screening. 
 Siskiyou County – Stephen Concklin reported since he has been back in his region he has visited 
 Siskiyou County Opportunity Center and he has been very involved in their activities.  He also  
 shared during his time in Sacramento he had an opportunity to visit Occupy Sacramento and last  
 November he visited Occupy D.C.  Occupy Sacramento is very well organized and the group has  
 the ability to serve three meals a day to those in need and the group is planning a six-mile march  
 to the state capital to increase awareness of their cause.  Stephen shared he is pleased to be  
 back in Siskiyou County and he has plans to become more involved with Siskiyou Community  
 College in the upcoming year. 
 Tehama County – Larry Stevens shared information on a project currently underway in Sparks, 
 Nevada, “Sports Ability,” that provides adaptive sports opportunities for individuals with  
 disabilities. He shared he will be attending the event this weekend and he hopes to gather  
 information and resources to possibly help duplicate a similar event our in region.  Larry requested  
 the boards support of the intent of a future sports ability expo in our region and he shared the Tri- 
 Counties Coordinating Council (Tri-CCC) has supported the concept of such an event at their  
 last meeting.   
 Verdine Mertens gave an update on Tehama County Coordinating Council’s (TCCC) 
 “Emergency Preparedness Faire” and the “Circle of Champions” luncheon and award ceremony  
 that took place in May. Both events were very well attended and all in attendance had a great  
 time.  A highlight of the Emergency Preparedness fair was Theatre in the Now’s “Your Right, Your 
       Choice, Your Vote” presentation.      
 Trinity County – Colleen Ryberg shared Shascade’s Tie-dye program is still going strong and 
  in addition to tee-shirts the program is now making re-usable shopping bags.  The program also 
 plans to start making dog houses out of reusable pallets to add to their items for sale.  Colleen  
 also shared consumers are very pleased with their efforts and with their new work opportunities at  
 the tie-dye program.   
        
 8. SCDD REPORT – Leroy Shipp, SCDD Representative 

 Leroy Shipp, SCDD Representative, reported on the 5/17/12 SCDD Council meeting. Leroy 
 shared information on the Council’s PDG’s and RFP’s have been disseminated and complimented  
 council staff on their efforts to ensure a broad spectrum of service providers, individuals, and 
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 interested parties receive information on the grant process.  He also shared additional information  
 SCDD’s RFP including available funds in the amount of $360k will be made available for specific  
 grants promoting competitive employment for individuals with developmental disabilities. Leroy  
 also mentioned the regional center’s “Way Forward” survey developed to gather information on 
 how consumers, family members, and service providers feel about the regional centers.  The 
 board discussed this matter and Sarah informed the board that AB2 had participated in the survey 
 as well as shared the survey with our local region. Leroy also mentioned Carol Risley is working 
 with the governor’s office on filling vacancies at Area Boards and at the Council.  He also shared 
 there has been discussion on the closure of some of the developmental centers and how funds 
 from those sales will be allocated.  Last, he mentioned the State Council has received the “Award 
 of Distinction” for the Council’s “Boards for All” training from the Center on Plain Language. 

 

9. BAGLEY-KEENE PUBLIC MEETING TRAININGS – Melissa Corral, Staff Counsel 

 Melissa Corral, Staff Counsel presented training on the “Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act”  
 that covers multimember boards and committees including State Council and Area Boards.  
 Topics covered included: meeting notice requirements, regular, serial, and teleconference  
 meetings, voting, and closed sessions. The board was particularly interested in understanding the  
 rules of “closed session” under the act and Melissa was able to provide correct and valuable   
 information to the board on this topic.  She also discussed the importance of establishing a  
 quorum for the board’s ability to take action on board business and the need for specifics on  
 board/committee meeting agendas/notices. Melissa also provided information and clarification  
 regarding committees and their function in accordance with Bagley-Keene and an individual  
 board’s by-laws. 
 

       10. RECESS 4:45 P.M. UNTIL 9:00 A.M. FRIDAY, June 08
th

 at Oxford Suites, Chico



4 
 

        1. CALL TO ORDER – June 08, 2012 – 9:00 a.m. – Rosie Ryan, Vice-Chair 

 
 2.  ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM – Rosie Ryan, Vice-Chair 
 A quorum was not established at the June 07-8, 2012 board meeting. 
 

 3. INTRODUCTIONS – Rosie Ryan, Vice-Chair 
 All members and guests present introduced themselves.  
 
 4. ANNOUNCEMENTS – Rosie Ryan, Vice-Chair 
  Colleen Ryberg mentioned on August 16th Mains’l will be hosting an event at the Thursday Night 
 Market in downtown Chico to share information on disability resources and services.  Mains’l’s  
 Theatre in the Now will also be presenting their Vote Performance and local elected officials are  
 expected to attend this event. 
 

 5. PUBLIC INPUT 
 There was no public input. 
 

 6. FNRC REPORT – Kathy Lusher, Resource Development/QA Specialist 

 Kathy Lusher reported on the Autism Insurance Reform Law (SB 946) and FNRC’s plan to 
 address this new piece of legislation. FNRC has created an introduction letter and developed a  
 “frequently asked questions” fact sheet for families and consumers regarding private health  
 insurances coverage of Autism services. This document outlines the specifics covered under the  
 act as well as notifies individuals and families of when they can expect contact from their regional  
 center service coordinators to assist with a seamless transition. Kathy also shared the regional 
 center is looking into possibly helping families with private insurance co-pays. She also went into  
 some of the reasons behind the bill including cost-savings for the state and making available  
 services for families and individuals. Kathy shared regional centers have been covering a majority 
 of services for persons with Autism and therefore many individuals in our area without private  
 health insurance will continue to receive needed services from the regional center. However, for  
 persons with private health insurance they now can access other avenues for services if need be.  
 As far as savings associated with the change in adopting SB946, in our region there most likely  
 will not be any cost-savings as a majority of FNRC clients receive MediCal and do not have  
 private health insurance. 

 

 7. COMMUNITY PROGRAM SPECIALIST REPORT – Betty Carlton 

a. Statewide Self-Advocacy Network (SSAN) – Betty shared she met with Ricky Sedillos, 

AB2’s SSAN Representative to introduce herself and review SSAN materials and timelines.  

She reported both she and Ricky will be attending the TCCC meeting on June 19th and the 

next scheduled SSAN meeting in Fairfield on June 20th in collaboration with Area Board IV.  

In the meantime, Betty and Ricky will be working on using online communication tools 

including SKYPE and Adobe Connect and continuing to coordinate local trainings. 

b. Advocacy – Betty reported she has been involved with several requests for advocacy 

including issues such as special education IEP, regional center eligibility fair hearing, and 

health and social concerns at a day program in Butte County. 

c. Community Meetings/Events/Projects – Betty shared she has attended several local 

meetings since joining the area board including: Tri-CCC (4/15/12), SPAC( 4/16/12), FNRC 

board meeting (4/18/12), DAN, BCCC, TCC’s Emergency Preparedness Fair and Circle of 

Champions Awards and Luncheon, and SLSA. She was also pleased to share she will be 

serving as a member of Butte County Coordinating Council’s (BCCC) Recognition 

Celebration Committee as well as attending BCCC meetings along with Sarah. Betty also 

attended Glenn County Office of Education’s Summer Kick-off and was very pleased with 

the county’s educational and vocational services for special education students.   
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 8. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT – Sarah May 

a. Community Program Specialist II Hire – Sarah reported on 5/14/12 Betty Carlton was 

hired as a Community Program Specialist II. She shared Betty has extensive knowledge 

and experience in the developmental disabilities field particularly in the area of special 

education. Betty is a welcomed addition to the area board, the community, and to the office. 

b. SCDD Program Development Grant (PDG) Cycle 35 Report – Sarah gave an update on 

the PDG process including AB2 sent out the marketing flyer and materials on 5/15/12. The 

Executive Committee will review all complete RFP’s and make a recommendation to the full 

board to approve up to two grants with total funds available equaling $20k. Proposals are 

due by June 25th.      

c. Advocacy – Sarah reported the area board continues to provide advocacy support 

including assisting a family with a fair-hearing request, individual advocacy, and IEPs.  

Individuals and families continue to express appreciation for the support and information 

provided by staff. 

d. Community Meetings/Events/Projects – Sarah shared she has attended a variety of 

committee meetings and events including BCCC (4/16/12), TCCC (4/17/12), and SCCC 

(4/19/12) which included a presentation by We Care A Lot’s Vote! Project.  She also 

attended the Supported Living Services Agencies (SLSA) (4/9/12), and FNRC’s Service 

Provider Advisory (SPAC) (4/16/12) and the regional center’s confidentiality training on 

5/21/12.  Other meetings attended included: the In Home Support Services meeting (5/12), 

TRI-CCC (4/15/12), and SCDD in Sacramento (4/17/12).  Sarah continues to participate 

and facilitate the Shasta County Transition Partnership (SCTP) as well as she is preparing 

for BCCC’s 17 Annual Recognition Celebration.  Community events attended in May 

included: TCCC’s Emergency Preparedness Faire, and the 8th Annual Circle of Champions 

Awards and Luncheon, the Region 2 People First Conference, and Glenn County Office of 

Education’s “Summer Kick-off”. 

e. Drug & Alcohol Team (DAT) - Sarah shared the DAT Team presented at the Region 2 

People First conference in May and the group’s breakout session was very well received.  

She also shared the team wore their new marketing t-shirts which they designed and paid 

for with their own funds.  

 

9. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS    

       Following a board discussion, the following item was agreed by board consensus  

       to be an agenda item at an upcoming board meeting: 

  

      a. AB2 support the concept of a “sports ability” expo for persons with developmental and  

         physical disabilities in our region. 

  

      10. ADJOURN – 10:25 a.m.   

 

    

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting ~ July 20, 2012 – Far Northern Regional Center in Redding 


